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FOPE

Tokapb 'puropuii MNeTpoB, U3gaBHa U3BECTHbLIW 3a BE/IMKONENHOIo MacTepa M B TO Xe BpeMs
3a CaMoro HenyTeBOro MyXuka BO BCeW [an4YMHCKOM BONOCTM, BE3eT CBOK OO0SIbHYH CTapyxy B
3eMcKky 6onbHuLy. HyXHO eMy npoexaTb BepcCT Tpuauatb, a Mexay TeM JAopora yXxacHas, ¢
KOTOPOM HEe CrMpaBUTbCS Ka3eHHOMY [MO4YTapk, a He TO 4YTO TakoMmy nexeboke, Kak ToKapb
Mpuropwuii. MNpsamo HaBcTpedy 6beT pe3kuii, xonogHbl BeTep. B Bo3ayxe, Kyda HW B3rfsiHELWb,
Kpy>aTcs uenble obnaka CHEXWHOK, TakK 4TO He pa3bepellb, MAET nn cHer ¢ Heba, nnu ¢ 3emnu. 3a
CHEXHbIM TyYMaHOM He BMAHO HM nons, HU TenerpadHbiX CToN60B, HM feca, a Koraa Ha puropus
HaneTaeT 0cCO6eHHO CWJIbHbLIA MNOpbIB BeTpa, Toraa He ObiBaeT BMAHO Jdaxe pyru. [psixnas,
cnabocunbHass kobbinka nneteTcsa ene-ene. Bca sHeprmst ee ywna Ha BbiTaCKMBaHWME HOr wm3
rnybokoro cHera M nopepruBaHbe ronoBoi. Tokapb ToponuTcs. OH 6ecrnokorHO npbiraeT Ha
0bny4yke n To 1 geno xneweT No NoWagnHon CrnmHe.

— Tbl, MaTpeHa, He nnayb... — 6opmoyeT oH. — [MoTepnu ManocTtb. B 6onbHuLy, 60r gacrT,
npueaeM n mmrom y tebs, ato camoe... [lact Tebe lMaBen MBaHblv Kanenek, Uan KpoBb MyCTUTb
NpUKaxeT, WIW, MOXET, MUIOCTU ero yrogHo 6yaeT cnMpTMKOM KakmMm Tebs pacTtepeTb, OHO U
TOBO... OoTTAHeT oT 6oka. MaeBen MBaHbl4 nocTtapaetcd... MNMOKpuUuMT, HOramm MOTOMOYeT, a yX
rnocrapaetcs... CnaBHbIii rocnoamH, obxoauTenbHbin, gan 6or emy 340poBbs... Cenyac, Kak
npueneM, NepeBO-HanepBO BbICKOYUT M3 cBoell daTepbl U HayHeT 4yepTen nepebupaTb. «Kak?
MoueMy Takoe? — 3akpuuuT. — lloyeMy He BoBpeMsa npuexan? HewTo 9 cobaka kakas, 4Tob
UeNnbHbI AeHb C BaMMU, YepTaMu, BO3UTbCA? MoueMy yTpoMm He npuexan? BoH! YTob n gyxy tBOEro
He 6bino. 3aBTpa npuesxan!» A a9 u ckaxy: «locnogmH pgoktop! [MaBen WBaHbiu! Bawe
Bblcokobnaropoame!» [la noesxan xe Tbl, 4T0b6 Tebe nycto 6bin10, 4épT! Ho!

Tokapb XneweT No NowajeHKe W, He 848 Ha ctapyXy, npogosmkaetr 6opmoTtaTh cebe noj
HOC:

— «Bawe Bbicokobnaropoane! NCTMHHO, Kak nepea 60rom... BOT BaM KpecCT, Bblexan s 4yTb
cBeT. ['Ae X TyT K CPOKY MOCMETb, eXesi rocnogb... Matepb 60XKUs... MPOrHEBAACA U MeTe/b TaKyto
nocnan? Camu nssonute BUAETHL... Kakasa nowaab nobnaropoaHee, n Ta He BblefeT, a Y MeHs, camu
M3BOSINTE BUAETb, He sowaab, a cpamotal!» A lMaBen MBaHbl4 HAXMypUTCA U 3aKPUYUT: «3HAEM
Bac! 3aBceraa onpasaaHue Hangete! Ocobnmeo Tbl, Mpuwka! [aBHo Tebs 3Hatw! Hebocb, pa3 naTb
B kabak 3ae3xan!» A 9 emy: «Bawe Bbicokobnaropogue! [a HewTo S 3704el KakoW Wam
HexpucTb? Crapyxa ayuwy 6ory oTaaer, noMupaeT, a s CcTaHy no kabakam 6eratb! Y10 BHI,
nomunymnte! Yto6 mm nycto 6bino, kabakam atuM!» Toraa MaBen WMBaHbid NpukaxeT Tebs B
6onbHUUy cHecTb. A 9 B Horu... «MaBen MeaHbid! Bawe Bbicokobnaropoame! bnarogapum Bac
BcenokopHo! MpocTuTe Hac, Aypakos, aHadeMoB, He obeccyabTe Hac, MyxukoB! Hac 6bl B Tpu wen
Hafo, a Bbl U3BoNMTE 6ECNOKOUTBLCA, HOXKM CBOWM B CHer MapaTtb!» A lMasen MBaHbIY B3rNgHeT
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3TaK, CNOBHO yAapuTb 3axo4eT, U cKkaxeT: «4Yem B HOrn-to 6yxaTb, Tbl 6bl Nydlwe, aAypak, BOAKU He
nonan ga crapyxy xanen. Nopotb 1eb6s Hago!» — «UCcTMHHO NopoTb, NMaBen MBaHbi4, Nobein MeHs
6or, nopoTb! A Kak Xe HaM B HOIM He KNaHATbCS, exenu bnarogeTenn Bbl HawK, OTUbl pogHble?
Bawe Bbicokobnaropoame! BepHo cnoBo... BOT Kak nepea 60rom... NoHbTE TOr4a B rfnasa, exenu
obMaHy: Kak ToNibKO Mos MaTpeHa, 3TO caMOe, BbI3AOPOBEET, CTAHET Ha CBOK HaCTOALLYH TOYKY,
TO BCE, 4YTO COM3BO/INTE MNpUKasaTb, BCE AN9 Bawen MUNOCTU caenato! lMopTcurapumk, exenm
xenaete, w3 KapenbCckoh 6epesbl... LWapbl A0S KpOKeTa, KeriM MOory BbITOYMTb CaMble
3arpaHuyHble... BCé ansa Bac caenato! Hm konenku ¢ Bac He Bo3bMy! B MockBe 6bl € Bac 3a Takom
nopTcuMrapyumk yetbipe pybns B3saauM, a 9 HU Konenkn». [JOKTOp 3acMeeTcs U ckaxeT: «Hy, nagHo,
nagHo... YyecrtByto! TONbKO >ajiko, 4TO Tbl MNbsAHMU@»... S, 6paT cTapyxa, MNOHMMaKw, Kak C
rocrnogamu Hago. Het Toro rocnogmHa, 4Tob 9 C HUM HE CyMen NoroBopuTb. TosIbKO Npusen 6bl 6or
C goporu He cbutbcsa. Nwb meTeT! BCce rnasa 3anopoLwunsio.

N Tokapb 6opmouyer 6e3 KoHua. bonTaeTr OH A3bIKOM MaluWHaNbHO, 4YTO6 XOTb HEMHOro
3arnywnTb CBoe TsaXesioe 4yBCcTBO. C/10B Ha S3blKe MHOMO, HO MbIC/IE U BOMPOCOB B FOJIOBE eLlle
6onblwe. ope 3acTano TOKaps Bpacriox, HeXAaHHO-HeragaHHO, W Ternepb OH HUMKAK HE MOXEeT
OYHYTbCS, NpUNTK B cebs, coobpasnTb. XKun gocene 6e3MATEXXHO, POBHO, B MbSHOM Mosy3abbiTby,
He 3Has HW rops, HWM pajocTen, U BAPYr YYBCTBYET Tenepb B Aylle yXacHyt 6onb. becneuyHbin
nexeboka M MbSHYYXKA OYYTWUJICS HWM C TOFO HU C CEro B MOJIOKEHMM YenoBeKa 3aHsAToro,
03aboyeHHOoro, cnewawero v gaxe d6optoLerocs ¢ Npupoaon.

Tokapb MNOMHWT, 4YTO rope Hayanocb CO BYyepalwHero Beyepa. Korga BYyepa BeuyepoMm
BOPOTUACA OH [AOMOM, MO OObIKHOBEHWUK MNbSAHEHbKUM, KM NO 3acTapenor npuBblYKE Havan
6paHnTbCA U MaxaTb KylakaMu, cTapyxa B3r/ISHy/la Ha cBoero 6ysiHa Tak, Kak paHblle HUKOr4a He
rnagena. O6bIKHOBEHHO BblpaXKeHMEe ee CTapyeckux a3 6bI10 MydeHMYeckoe, KpoTKoe, Kak y
cobak, KOTOpbIX MHOrO 6bIOT M MJIOXO KOPMAT, TeNepb e OHa rnagesna CypoBO M HENOABMXKHO, Kak
rNAAaT CBATbIE HA MKOHAX uMau ymmpatwwme. C 3TUX CTpPaHHbIX, HEXOPOLIUX [1a3 U Havyasnocb rope.
OwaneBwWwnin ToKapb BbIMPOCKMA Yy cOoceda JioWaAeHKy W Ternepb Be3eT CTapyxy B 601abHuUUy, B
Hagexge, 4to NaBen MBaHbIY NOpOoWKaMK U Ma3siMM BO3BPATUT CTapyxe ee NpPeXHUN B3rnsa,.

— Tbl )xe, MaTpeHa, ToBO... — 6opMoyeT oH. — Exenu MNasen UBaHblu cnpocuT, 6mn a Tebs
WIN HET, roBOpU: HMKaK HeT! A a Tebs He byay 6onbwe 6UTb. BoT Te kpecT. [a HewTo 9 6un Tebs
no 3nob6e? bun Tak, 3pa. A Tebsa xanetw. Apyromy 6bl U rops masno, a 9 BOT Be3y... CTapalcb. A
meTeT-T0, MeTeT! Nocnoaun, TBos Bons! Mpueen 6bl ToNbko 60r ¢ goporn He cbuTbes... YTo, BonuT
60K? MaTpeHa, 4To X Tbl MONuMWb? 8 Tebs cnpawwuBato: 60nUT 60K?

CTpaHHO eMy KaXeTCH, YTO Ha /nue y CTapyXu He TaeT CHer, CTpaHHO, YTO CaMo JINLO Kak-
TO 0CO6EHHO BbITAHYNIOCb, MPUHAN0 6negHO-Cepbliid, FPA3HO-BOCKOBOM LUBET W CTano CTpPOruM,
Cepbe3HbIM.

— Hy n gypa! — 6opmMoueT Tokapb. — { Tebe no coBecTun, kak nepeg 60rom... a Tbl, TOBO...

Hy n gypa! Bo3bMy BOT 1 He nose3y K [NaBny NBaHbiuy!

Tokapb onyckaeT BOX>KM W 3aayMbiBaeTcs. OrnsHyTbCA Ha CTapyxy OH He pellaeTcs:
CTpawHo! 3apaTb el BONPOC M He MOoSyyuTb OTBETa TOXe CTpawHo. HakoHeu, 4To6 MOKOH4YUTbL C
HEN3BECTHOCTbIO, OH, He OrnsaAblBasiCb Ha CTapyXy, HallynblBaeT ee XOSI0AHYH pyKy. [oaHATas
pyka nagaeTt Kak nneTb.

— Momepna, ctano 6biTe! Komuccms!

N Tokapb nnadeTr. EMy He Tak >anko, kKak aocasHo. OH AyMaeT: KaK Ha 3TOM CBeTe BCEé
6bicTpo aenaetcs! He ycneno ewe HayaTbCa e€ro rope, Kak yX rotoBa pasBsidka. He ycnen oH
NOXWUTb CO CTapyXOW, BbiCKa3aTb el, NoXaneTb ee, Kak OHa yXe yMepna. XXun OH C HeK COpoK JfeT,
HO BeAb 3TM COpPOK JieT MpoWM, C/AOBHO B TyMaHe. 3a MNbAHCTBOM, ApakKaMU W HYXAOW He
YyBCTBOBaslaCb XM3Hb. M, Kak Ha 3710, CTapyxa yMepsia Kak pa3 B TO camMoe BpeMs, Koraa OH
NOYYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO XasleeT ee, XUTb 6e3 Hee He MOXET, CTpallHO BUHOBAT Nepes HeMn.

— A Beab OHa no mMupy xoawmna! — BcrnioMmHaeT oH. — CaM 4 nocbiian ee xneba y nogen
npocutb, kKomuccmsa! En 6bi, aype, ewe net AeCATOK MNpPOXuTb, a TO, HeEBOCb, AyMaeT, yYTo 9 U
B3anpaBAy Takoih. MaTb npecsBsiTas, Aa Ky4a Xe K neweMmy s 370 eay? Tenepb He Ne4nTb Hagdo, a
XOpOHUTL. MNMoBopaumsan!

Tokapb NoBOpadMBaeT Haszaj M K30 BCeW cunbl B6beT no nowaake. MNMyTb C KaxablM 4acom
CTaHOBUTCA BCE XyXe W Xyxe. Tenepb yxe Ayrn COBCEM He BUAHO. M3peaka caHW HaeayT Ha
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MOJIOAYIO €NKy, TEMHbIA NpeaMeT ouapanaeT pyku ToKaps, MenbKHET nepej ero rniasamu, u none
3peHnsa onaTb CTaHOBUTCS 6enbiM, KpyXXawuMmcs.

«XXnTb 6bl CbI3HOBa»... — AyYMaeT ToKapb.

BcnoMmnHaeT OH, 4TO MaTpeHa NneT CoOpok TOMy Hasaa 6biia MONo4ON, KpacuBoW, BeCenom,
13 6oratoro Asopa. Bblganu ee 3a Hero 3amyx NOTOMY, YTO MOSLCTUANUCL Ha ero MacTepcTso. Bce
AaHHble 6blnn Ana xopowero XuTbs, HO 6ega B TOM, 4YTO OH KaK Hanuacsa nocne cBaabbbl,
3aBaNnICs Ha NeyYyKy, TakK C/IOBHO M A0 CMX MOp He mpockinancsa. CBagbby OH MOMHUT, @ 4TO 6bIIO
nocne ceaabbbl — XoTb yben, HMYEero He NMOMHUT, KpOMe pasBe TOro, YTO NuJ, nexan, gpancsa. Tak
W nponanun copok ner.

Benbie cHexHble ob/1laka HauYMHAKT Mano-nomMany cepetb. HacTynatoT cymepku.

— Kyga X 8 eay? — cnoxBaTbiBaeTCs BAPYr TOKapb. — XOPOHUTb Hado, a 9 B 6onbHMLYy...
Owanen cnosHo!

Tokapb OnsATb NOBOpa4YMBaeT Hasa U onaTbh 6beT no nowaan. Kobblnka HanpsraeT Bce CBOU
cunbl U, dbipkas, 6exnT Menkon pbicLOn. Tokapb pa3 3a pa3oM XxJeweT ee no cnuHe... C3aan
C/IbILUNTCSA KaKOM-TO CTYK, M OH, XOTb He OrnsablBaeTcs, HO 3HaeT, 4YTO 3TO CTy4YMT roJsioBa
MOKOMHWLbI O CaHU. A BO34yX BCE TEMHEET U TEMHEET, BeTep CTaHOBUTCH XOSI04HEee N pesye...
«CbI3HOBa 6bl XWTb... — AyMaeT Tokapb. — WMHCTpyMeHT 6bl HOBbIA 3aBeCTb, 3akasbl 6paTb...
AeHbrn 6bl cTapyxe otaaBaTthb... gal»

M BOT OH pOHsAeT BOXOKU. NweT ux, Xo4yeT MNOAHATb WM HUKAK He MNOAHUMET; PYKU He
OENCTBYIOT...

«Bcé paBHO... — AyMaeT oH, — cama fowaab nonaeT, 3HaeT gopory. Nocnatb 6bl Tenepsb...
MNMokena TaM MOXOPOHbI MW NaHMXuaa, npuniedb 6bi>».

Tokapb 3aKkpblBaeT rnasa W apeMner. HeMmHoro noroas, OH CAbIWWT, 4TO Jfowajb
ocTtaHoBunacb. OH OTKpbIBAeT rnasa v BMAUT Nepen coboi 4YTO-TO TEMHOE, NMoxoxee Ha M3by wam
ckupay...

EMy 6bl Bbl1€3TM M3 CaAHEN M y3HaATb, B YeM Aesl0, HO BO BCEM Tefie CTOMT Takas JieHb, YTO
JNlyylle 3aMep3HyTb, YEM OBUHYTbCS C MecTa... Ml oH 6e3MaTexHO 3ackinaeT.

Mpocbinaetca OH B 60NbLWIOM KOMHaTe C KpalweHbiMM CTeHaMn. M3 OKOH fibeT SApKui
CONIHEYHbI AeHb. Tokapb BMAUT nNepen coboi nwoaer M nNepeBbiM AefloM XO4eT nokasatb cebs
CTEreHHbIM, C MOHATUEM.

— MaHuxungky 6bl, 6paTubl, No cTapyxe! — roBopuT OoH. — baTiowke 6bl ckasaTb...

— Hy, nagHo, nagHo! Jlexxun yx! — obpbiBaeT ero 4en-To ronoc.

— baTtowka! lMaeen MeaHblu! — yauMBNseTcs TokKapb, BuAs nepea coboin pokTopa. —

Baweckopoauve! bnarogetenb!

Xo4yeT OH BCKOYUTb U BYXHYTb Nepes MeAWLUMHOM B HOMM, HO YYBCTBYET, UYTO PYKU M HOIU
€ro He CnyLwarTCcs.

— Bawe Bbicokopoaune! Horu xe mMou roe? 'oe pyku?

— lMpowaincsa ¢ pykamm n Horamu... OTMopo3unn! Hy, Hy... yero xe Tbl niadewb? Moxun, n
cnasa 6ory! Hebocb, wecTb AecsaTkoB npoxua — 6yaet ¢ Tebs!

— Tlope!.. Bblweckopoaune, rope Beab! MNpoctute BenukoaywHo! Euwe 6bl rogoykoB MSAThb-
LwecTb...

— 3auem?

— Jlowaab-TO 4yXad, oTAaTb Hafo... CTapyxy XOpPOHUTb... I Kak Ha 3TOM cBeTe BCE CKOpO
aenaetca! Bawe Bbicokopoaue! Tlasen MWeaHbid! T[lopTcurapyumk U3 Kapenbckon 6epesbl
Hannyywmin! KpokeTnk BbITOUY...

[JOKTOp MalweT pyKon n BbIXOAMT M3 Nasatbl. TOKApO — aMuHb!
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